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ABSTRACT 

Liberal arts education and occupational education can 
and must complement each other. Different and separately administered 
general and vocational offerings will only delay the development of 
the total education enterprise necessary in a rapidly changing 
society. It is important to contemplate the skills and Jcnowledge that 
schools/colleges/universities should be striving to impart. Hore 
viable relationships are needed between education and all of the work 
that people do; students should riot have to choose between liberal 
arts education ajid occupational education^ Post-industrial America 
now engages more people in sales, services, and government than in 
the production of goods. A knowledge-abased society warrants more 
ed.ucational p'rog ram- fusing. Career education activities are needed to 
help all students understand the free enterprise system and the arts 
and to develop consumer/economic literacy.. Hore open-ended and 
flexible programs geared to individual needs must be designed for the 
next century. The broad range of an individual's talents should be 
developed; over-concentration on one specific area of education 
should be avoided. Likewise, high quality educational programs 
utilizing all of the educating mechanisms (Federal/State/ local 
governments, private employers, trade associations, labor unions, and 
the home) are needed. (EA) 
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• Ir IS A^ TREMENDOUS THRItt, BUT-A-HtMBHNfr^E RIE N CE, TO A PPEAR-BEFORe- 

THi'S Vast audience of young hen and wotien jchosen by their FFA home chapter 

BECAUSE OF THEIR OUTSTANDING ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO REPRESENT THEIR SCHOOU 
THEIR FRIENDS^ AND THEIR FAMILY AT THESE MEETINGS. I COTJGRATULATE FJ\CH 
OF YOU FOR THE ACCOMPLI SHMENTS THAT LED YOUR CHAPTER TO SEND YOU HERE. 

' VAhEN I THINK ABOUT HOW NEARLY A HALF-MILLIO^! SERiaJS m DEDICATED 
YOUTHS LIKE YOU ARE EXEMPLIFYING THROUGH ACTIVITIES RATHER THAT-J MERE 
WORDS THE VERY ESSENCE 'OF WHAT DEMOCRACY AND CITIZENSHIP- ARE ALL /ffiOUT^ 
I CANNOT HELP WONDERING WHOM THE PROPHETS OF DOOM ARE REFERRING TO WEN 
THEY PAINT SUCH A GLOOMY PICTURE OF TODAY's YOUNGER GENERATION. As A 

FORMER Future Farmer myself/ I regret that I have been unable to spend 

MORE TIME WITH YOU AND SHARE WITH YOU MORE EXTENSIVELY YOUR EXCITING 
CONVENTION PR0GRAr4. 

This is coiwentiom^ but before I continue I want to recognize^ 
ON behalf of the education comt^unity^ the unselfish efforts of the . 
several hundred leaders from business and industry GRajps AND other 
organizations that support not or^LY THE fKTioNAL FFA Foundation but a 

host of other YOUTH GROUPS/ VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL PROGRAMS^ CAREER EDUtATIOM^ 
AND MANY OTHER EDUCATION ACTIVITIES BOTH. LOCALLY AND NATIONALLY. ThI 

Office of Education and our colleagues across the country are ETERhjALLY 



O 'prepared FOR ^ NATiaJAL COrJVENTlDN OF THE FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICAJ 
fxi KANSAS CITY^ MISSOURI^ NOVBIBER 13^ 19/5^ 9:15 P.M. CST (10:.'^ P.M. EST). 
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GRATEFUL TO YOU FOR YOUR LEADERSHIP A^JD ASSISTANCE AND FOR YOUR JOINING WITH 

-1?S IN^-PARTNERSHTF At3-^QSS Ttig COUNTRY Tnwnr-ivrTM PprTOT 



or LI F E F OR BOTti Y OUThhANB-^OLTSr- — — 

The topic suggested t(^ me for this ev^ning,^^he Importance of 
VbcATioNAL Education tw4he Total Education Picture— bothers me somewhat. 

It sort DF .SUGGEST0HAT WE HAVE VARIOUS "KlfflDS" OF EDUCATIOI^,. To FACE 
FACTS, OF course/ THAT HAS' BEEN PRETTY MUCH THE PICTURE OVER THE YEARS, 
, ~I SUBMIT, HOWEVER./THAT WHILE MUCH OF THE PIONEERING IN SUCH INNOVATIONS 

AS OPEM-ENpfeD OIRRICULUMS AND PROGRAf^ AMALGAMATION HAS BE^ DONE BY 
"^"vbcATIO^ML-TOiWI^ PEOPLE, COf-IPARTMENTALIZATION OF EDUCATION 

^V\Y f'idT MECT OURaiEEDS IN THE FUTURE. , 

, Ao/tOO iDFTEN THE REAL ISSUES iVfeOUCATION ARE ALMOST HOPELESSLY 
,a>ITAM6LED IN QUESTiaiS OF RELATIVE STATUS — VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOLS 
SEEKING ACADEMIC RECOGNITION OR SOflE COMPARABLE J NS I GNE OF RESPECTABILITY, 
TEACHERS OF STANDARD ACADEMIC SUBJECTS FIGHTING .FOR PROMINENCE. ADVOCATES 
OF AN EDUCABLE ELITE RESENT mss EDUCATION. ThOSE COMMITTED TO THE 
^ RESEARCH IDEAL OPPOSE EXPENDITURE OF TIME AND MONEY ON OTHER DISCIPLINES. 

h^i OVER ALL, EVERY TYPE OF INSTITUTION IS COMPETING FOR STUDErTTS AND 
- , POPbUR SUPPORT, 

/lEflERAL EDUCATION, I'/HEN VIB'IED FUNCTIONALLY, IS NOT THE OPPOSITE OF 
VOCATIC^JAL-TECHNICAL EDUCATION, The'TWO ARE COMPLEMENTARY. MORE OFTEN 
THAN MOT, THEY ARE ALIKE IN KIND, DIFFERING OnLy IN PURPOSE. 
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Education FUNCribi^s' vocationally i^en its purpose is to cultivate 

SKILL IN THE 'ACTUAL PERFORMANCE OF A 1»REVltXJ§LV BETERMI NED 'jP^K: 'ATO ( jMENT 
TO THE EFFECT THAT GBi&ifiL AND VOCATIONAL OFFERIWfiS MUST BE TOTALLY 
DIFFERENT AND SEPARATELY AEMINISTERED^WILL ONLY SERVE TO 1)ELAY THE 

* development of the total education enterprise needed mo'i in a rafidly 
changing society, 

Conflict between these two functions is joined when concern for the 

ONE leads administrators, teachers, AND STUDENTS TO FORGET THE IMPORTA^^ICE 
OF THE OTHER, • 

Vk\T REALLY CONCERNS US/ THEN, is' EDUCATION AS A IMHOLE, RECOGNIZING 
THAT IT HAS SEVERAL FORMS, FUNCTIONS, AND PURPOSES, EoUCATIOr^, LIKE 
ELECTRICITY,' tS MUCH" EASIER TO DEFINE IN TERMS OF ITS EFFECTS THATi IN 
TERMS OF V/HAT IT IS. 

As WE CELEBRATE OpR 20OtH YEAR AS A NATION AND CONTEMPLATE THE 
BEGINNING OF OUR THIRD CENTURY, V^)HAT SKILLS, KNOWLEDGE, AND WISDOM 
SHOULD OUR SCHOOLS, COLLEGES, AND UNIVERSITIES BE STRIVING TO IMPART 
TO OUR CITIZENS? This is a difficult question, BUT MUST ALL BE 

thinking about it for, if education is not functional and results-orie^^h), 
it does not justify either confidence or support, 

One of the functional aspen's of education should be to prepare 

EACH individual FOR USEFUL, MEANINGFUL, PRODUCTIVE, ENJOYABLE, AND TOTALLY 
SELF-FULFILLING WORK, 



[•'Af'lY EDUCATORS WOULD QUARREL WITH LISTING PREPARATION FOR WORK AS 

A FUMCTIOrj OF THE TOTAL EDUCATION SYSTEM, AND WOUUD DOIMNGRADE IT TO^ 

AJ^ARBOCLilOimYEDJ'KlNDlOF 
It . 

"vocational" education. I'fcoDRcw Wilson once said "When education 

BECOMES TECHNICAL OR VOCATIONALLY ORIENTED, IT LOSES 'rHE,BR0AD AND 
GENIAL FACE OF LEARNING". FAR TOO MANY /V10NG OUR FRIENDS AND ^SOCIATES 
TODAY SHARE THIS PHILOSOPHY. 

The ADJECTIVES I ATTACHED TO WORK A MOMENT AGO — USEFUL, 
MEANINGFUL, AND SO ON—" TAKE US BEYOND SIMPLY MASTERING A VOCATIONAL 

SKILL. They also include some of the traits commonly found in general 

AND LIBERAL EDUCATION. It IS CFTBi SAID. THAT EDUCATION IS PREPARATION 
FOR LIFE, ,Vm LIFE WITTOUT MEANINGFUL WORK IS NEITHER REWARDING NOR 
FULFllLir^G. 

A FBV tmm AGO I SAID IN A SPEECH AT A CONFERENCE OF LIBERAL 
ARTS COLLEGE PRESIDE^JTS THAT "WE NEED TO LIBERALIZE VOCATIONAL 
EDUCATION AT© TO VOCATIONALIZE LIBERAL EDUCATION." 

That speech drew some criticism because certain PUBLISHED^ACCOUr^S 
OF IT ailTTED SaiETHING ELSE I SAID. ThAT WAS THAT "a BASIC KNCVfLEDGE 
OF THE LIBERAL ARTS IS STILL VERY IMPORTANT— IN FACT, IT IS STILL 
FORB'K)ST IN PRIORITY— BUT I BELIEVE IT CAN BE SUCCESSFULLY COMBINED 
WITH PROGR/iMS EMPHASIZING SPECIALIZED SKILLS." 



i did not propose to make lifeeral arts schools out of our many 
excellent vocational and technical schools— nor was i suggesting 
that make vp^^^ schdols gut of our liberal arts c^gesi 

nontheless^ auhough work gives us freedom and indepenpenceljo 
we also, need to be educatcd in the liberal arts. a^© humanities, 
Such education frees us from the restraints of materialism and gives 
us freedom of the human spirit, 

Preparing the nation's citizens for sELF"■Futi=ILLI^«5 work is 'a 
most vital function of education, ife MUST STOP thinking of some ' 
aspects of education as being so lofty as to be above and beyond ^'^RK. 
Of course work is not all there is to life. But i^ i§ a big part of it. 
We need much more viable relationships between education and all of 
the work that people do in /v4erica, vfe shouldn't have to choose 
between liberal education and occupatiotjal or professional education. 
They can and must complement each orrHER, 

Vocational and technical education people in years past have 
been the principal ch/5mpi0ns of making education functional in terms 
of what the individual does^ or will have to do^ to have a useful and 
proxjctive life^ , other members of the education community in the 
past have learned valuable lessons from these types of activities. 

lilAT ABOUT TO^IORROW? 

/^te LOOK TO THE FUTURE^ I WANT TO SHARE Wn>^ YOU A FEW 
OBSERVATIONS ABOUT OUR CHANGING SXIETY AND TO TELL YOU VHAT 
I THINK SOME OF THEM IMPLY FOR EDUCATION. 



*The I'nited States is the first PosT-iriDUSTRiAL society 

in HISTORY, IteLL OVER Sn.PERCEf^T OF OUR LABOR FORCE IS BIGAGED 

7ff SCflfn-IING OfHER THAN irMjSTRY IN THE TRW)ITIONAL PROElErioFCTIIENT&^ 

SENSE. I 'ore people ARE mi ENGAjGED IN SALES^ IN SERVICE^ IN 

RovERrriErn-^ than in the production of goods, In- fact^ three out 
cp every five jobs created in the past ten years are in such activities. 
General and special units of governtcnt alone etvlov about one out . 
of every six wage earners, Sales and service^ real estate and 

f'WEY fmOEMENT^ AND THE USE^ STORAGE^ AND RETRIEVAL OP DATA 
ACCOUr^T. FOR OTHER LARGE proportions, 

Vocational agricultural m business education leaders have 

RECOGfJIZED THIS TREND AND HAVE DEVELOPED INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS IN 
agri-business, r*THERS SHOULD FOLLOW THEIR LEAD, , 

IriCREASirXSLY riORE OF THIS TYPE OF PROGRAM-FUSING^ OR 
COOPERATION^ WILL BECCflE NECESSARY BECAUSE ONE PRINCIPAL 
CHARACTERISTIC OF A POST- INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY IS THAT IT IS ORGANIZED 
AROUND INFORMATION m THE fWIAGEMENT AND USE OF THAT INFORMATION 



IN VERY COt-lPLEX ISYSTB^S, OURS IS A KNOWLEDGE-BASED SOCIAL AND 
ECCNOMIC SOCIETY, ' y 



"OT ONLY IS KT^MLEDGE CAPITA! / AS THE NOTED EDUCATOR IVAN 
IlLICH DESCRIBES ITj KNO^'LEDGE fX)l;^ MORE THAN EVER IS EMK* 




The knowledge expuosion has vastly affected the nature of 
WORK. The sokologist Jules Henry sug5gests that the 
over-specialization of our work establi stents is making many 



PEOPLE SPIRITUALLY USELESS TO THEMSELVES, BECAUSE THEY MUST TAILOR 
THEMS^ELVES EVEN MORE CLOSELY JO THE DEMANDS OF THEIR WORK. 



"^f .flOREOVER, THE KNOWLEDGE EXPLOSION MB THE SPEED WITH WHICH 

V ° L ■ 

INFORMATIOr^ NOW BECOMES OBSOLETE HAS REDUCED THE VALUE OF EXPERIENCE 



PROBLEM OF GROWING PROPORTIONS FOR WHICH EDUCATION, WHETHER IN THE 
FORMAL SCHOOL STRUCTURE OR IN INDUSTRY, HAS NOT YET DEVELOPED 
SATISFACTORY SOLUTIONS. 

It suggests to me that the adjectives I earlier applied to v/ork 

MUST increasingly BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT AS WE PLAN FOR THE FUTURE. 
It ALSO SUGGESTS THAT WE NEED TO RE-EXAf1INE THE POPULAR BUT 
ERRONEOUS ASSUMPTION. THAT MANY YOUTHS TODAY REJECT WORK. 

The KNOWLEDGE BASE OF OUR SOCIETY, AND ITS DYNAMIC CHARACTER, 
ALSO SUPPORT THE CONTENTION I HAVE STATED ON MANY OCCASIONS THAT 
WE NEED THE TYPE OF CAREER EDUCATION ACTIVITIES THAT WILL HELP 
ALL STUDENTS TO KNOW AND UNDERSTAND THE a^jjj^LEMENTS OF TH6» 
FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM AS WELL AS THE ARTS AND OTHER EDIFYING 
THINGS, AND TO DEVELOP CONSUMER AND ECONOMIC LITERACY. 




TO THE POINT THAT, IN CERTAIN FIELDS, THE MORE RECENTLY TRAINED THE 

> ( f 

INDIVIDUAL IS, THE MORE DESIRABLE' HE IS FOR EMPLOYTIENT. ThIS IS A 
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[!0 ONE \^ I-iAS READ ABOUT "WE ^RECENTLY I)I$Ci:OSED:'FIiNDINGS OF 

THE Office of Fixjcatiow's toiT RsRFORfiA^^ —.'or heard 

•ABOUT THEM ON RADIO .OR TElB/r5IiON--MI^ 

. COf JSUMER AT-ID ECONaU C EDUCATiai. " " " ^ ' . ^ ^ ^ 

The study Fout© that surprising muvsers op /Vcricans are either 
unable^ or barely able/ to cope ' with such everyday things " as. cquntl4 
their change, reading, a help-w/sj^jted ad, or getting a driver's license* 
Fourteen percent of them don't know how to fill out a^bank check, and 

1^1 million of THEM can't ADDRESS AN ENVELXIPB properly. . . " 

HlTH THE imiTJT TQ 'MAKE OURSELVES READY NOW FOR •TTE CENTURY/ 
PROGRAMS MUST BE DESIGNED VJBICH ARE OPfiNfENDED AND. FLEXIBLE,. . V^. " . 
STUDENT SHOULD BE ABLE TO* LEAVE SCHOOL FROf^ TIME TO TIME.TO-V^K ; 
FOR A K-HILE, . . GET COOPERATIVE WORK WERIENCE iOOTSIDEuTHE SCHOOL, . \ 
TAKE IWrnOEb l^iORK WITHOUT REGARD FOR .THE SCHOOL CALENDAR OR THE ' ■ 
COLLEGE CATALOGUE. , . WHATEVER WORKS BEST FOR HIM. SOCH A^ SYSTEM- 
C/vf! BECOME REALITY ONLY THROUGH THE COORDINATED EFFORTS OP PUBLIC 
AMD PRIVATE SCHOOLS, COMT'WNITY COLLEGES, VOCATIONAL AND TECHNICAL- 
SCHOOLS, AND UNIVERSITIES,; AND ONLY WITH THE BACKING OF -SUCH LEADERS ^ 
OF LABOR A^IDJWAGBCNT AS ARE REPRESENTED HERE ITONIGHT'.^ "i 

l?E MUST ??ECOr^IZE.TTiftT THE HX^E, THB-BUSINESSB RU^CB^ THE WORK , , 
STATION AWAY- FRGT-I HCME; .WilBIQHlBORHOOD;^ AND; THE-SQCIALJGRODP lABE. . 
ALL TO Sa-E EXTENT CORrmiBTOBS^TO'-EDUQATIGN^.i'^WB^flDSi:^^ . ' 



TOO THAT EDUCATION DEPENDS ON WHAT THE STUDENT DOES^ NOT ON THE 

NAME OF A COURSE OR THE LABEL ON A ClJ^SSROCM IXXDRr^ ^ 

I SUGGEST THAT VIE AVOID OVER-CONCENTRATION ON ONE SPECIFIC 
AREA OF EDUCATION. RaTHER^ WE SHOULD DEVELOP A BROAD RANGE OF 

talents, \k dare not encourage any young person to terminate his 
education until he has developed to the maximum his ability to live 
a life and make a living. 

i am reminded that queen victoria once said that men like 
Lord John Russell would be more* useful as well as better men if 

THEY knew a third SUBJECT TO TALK ABOUT. RuSSELL WAS INTERESTED IN 
NOTHING B'UT THE CONSTITUTION OF 1688 AND HIMSELF, 

\k NEED YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN WITH THE EDUCATION OF A TnaiAS 

Jefferson, A contemporary described Jefferson as "a gentleman : 
OF 32; WHO COULD calculate an eclipsea survey an estate, tie an artery, 

PLAN an edifice, TRY A CASE, BREAK A HORSE, DANCE A MINUET, AND ,^LAY 

the violin," ■ . 

Our schools also" need to develop young men and women who will 

PARTICIPATE in' THE PERFECTION AND PERPETUATION OF THE SCHOOLS AND 

3tand fob the best possible solution to the schools' problems, 
regardless of their personal ambition or welfare, put let us not 
suggest that they carry such idealism to the point of fantasy— to the 
point that they regard any compromise or concession as i^t10ral. 
He^jry Clay, who should have known, said that "compromise vias the 

CEMENT that HELD THE UNION TOGETHER , " 

lb 
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III SUTTIARY^ l-.'E ARE GOING TO HAVE TO MAKE CERTAIN. THAT WE MAKE 
AVAILABLE INCREASirJGLY MORE EDUCATION PROGRAMS OF HIGH QUALITY^ 
LTILIZING ALL OF THE EDUCATING i^ECHATJISf-IS IN OUR COtUJNlTIES. 

1 CAtfFieN THAT THE V^ORI^ ''mjALIW' SHOULD NOT BE CONFUSED WITH . 
SOPHISTICATION OF COURSE CONTENT. By "HIGH QUftLITY PROGRAMS" T 
^■EAN THOSE '''ITH ADEQUATE RESOURCES^ WELL TRAINED TEACHERS^ SUITABLE 
BUILDINGS^ AND APPROPRIATE CURRICULLJMS AND METHODS. ThESE ARE ONLY 
POSSIBLE THROUGH PARTNERSHIP /^MONG FEDERAL^ StATE^ AND LOCAL 
GOVERrilEMTS^ PRIVATE EMPLOYERS m TRADE ASSOCIATIONS^ - LABOR UNIONS^ 
THE mEj AND THE REST OF THE COMMUNITY. 

Ir! THE SHORT RUN^ THE QBVllxJS BENEFICIARY OF SUCH PLANNING AND. 
COOPERATION WILL PE THE STUDENT. In THE LONG RUN^ IT WILL% SOCIETY 
AS A V/HOLE, 
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